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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-20 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 12 January 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

3. Referring to the rejection of claims 1 ,8, and 14, the Applicant contends that the 
prior art (Mi et al.) does not teach, suggest, or disclose calculating a function of a 
document or performing cryptographic functions on a function of a document, a unique 
processor identifier, and the use of a hash of a document. The Examiner respectfully 
disagrees and asserts that Mi et al. discloses a system and method for controlling 
access to an object. The system comprises an object and a processor identifier (See 
Abstract). Mi et al. discloses the means for calculating a function (i.e. hash) of a 
document in Column 7, lines 1-14) As clearly shown, the document is a patient's 
medical record which is stored upon a computer, the document is assigned a processor 
identifier which is unique to the patient's medical record. The processor identifier is a 
value resulting from a cryptographic function to the combination of the processor and 
the value associated with the server identifier. The hash value is generated and 
calculated from the combination of the processor number and the server identifier. The 
resulting hash value is stored upon the server as the processor identifier for the 
patient's medical records. Mi et al. further discloses another embodiment wherein a 
verification agent obtains a secret key. The cryptographic function is performed wherein 
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a return value is calculated using embedded information, a secret key, and a session 
identifier (See Column 4, lines 24-34) 

4. Therefore, the of claims 1-20 are maintained in view of the reasons above and in 
view of the reasons below. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Mi et al. 
(US Patent No. 6,418,472). 

Referring to the rejection of claims 1 ,8, and 14, Mi et al. discloses a method and 
system for operation of a computer system for identification tagging a document created 
by the computer system comprising the steps of: 

calculating a function of the document (See Column 3, lines 7-16) 
creating an identification tag by performing a cryptographic function on the 
function of the document and a unique processor identifier associated with the computer 
system, the cryptographic function producing an identification tag having the 
characteristics that a third party possessing the document, the identification tag, and a 
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plurality of unique processor identifiers, can determine a source of the document as a 
function of identifying the computer system and attaching the identification tag to the 
document (See Column 3, lines 17-33, Column 4, lines 1-20, lines 48-65) 

Referring to the rejection of claims 2,9, and 15, Mi et al. discloses the claimed 
limitation wherein the function of the document is a hash function (See Column 4, lines 
24-34) 

Referring to the rejection of claims 3,10, and 16, Mi et al. discloses the claimed 
limitation wherein the relationship between a unique processor identifier and its 
associated unique processor associator is one of equality (See Column 3, lines 42-62) 

Referring to the rejection of claims 4,1 1 , and 17, Mi et al. discloses the claimed 
limitation wherein the cryptographic function is a Message Authentication Code (See 
Column 2, lines 53-58) 

Referring to the rejection of claims 5,12, and 18, Mi et al. discloses the claimed 
limitation wherein the relationship between a unique processor identifier and its 
associated unique processor associator is that the unique processor identifier is a 
function of its associated processor associator (See Column 1 1 , lines 8-26) 

Referring to the rejection of claims 6,13, and 19, Mi et al. discloses the claimed 
limitation wherein the cryptographic function is based on modular exponentiation (See 
Column 8, lines 33-46) 

Referring to the rejection of claims 7 and 20, Mi et al. discloses the claimed 
limitation wherein the unique processor identifier is stored in a processor of the 
computer system (See Column 2, lines 66-67, Column 3, lines 1-6, lines 47-62) 
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Conclusion 

1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Courtney D. Fields whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3871 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thurs. 6:00 - 4:00 pm; off 
every Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be reached on 571-272-3865. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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